Ohio Buckeye
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The Ohio Buckeye (Aesculus glabra) is an upright, medium sized tree with an oval to round shaped crown.  This tree is native to central and eastern areas of the United States.  The Ohio Buckeye reaches an average height of 20 to 40 feet tall with a canopy spread of 20 to 35 feet.  Ohio Buckeye is commonly found along streams and fertile bottom lands.    
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Leaves are palmate compound with 5 leaflets.  Leaflets are elliptic shaped with a serrated margin.  Tree leaves emit a strong putrid odor when crushed.  Leaves are medium green in color and turn to orange and yellow in autumn.  Ohio Buckeye is one of the first trees to lose leaves in autumn.  Flowers are greenish yellow in color and appear in April to May.  They yield a brown nutlike capsule fruit with a prickly husk which matures and falls to the ground around October.  Both fruit and leaves are poisonous if consumed by humans.  Tree bark is ashy gray in color, thick, plated, and deeply furrowed.
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The Ohio Buckeye is adapted to a variety of soil types, but prefers moist loams.  This tree is not drought resistant and is susceptible to leaf scorch if it is planted on dry sites.  Ohio buckeye grows best in full sun light.  

The Ohio Buckeye is used for farmstead windbreaks and riparian plantings.  The nutlike fruit provides food for animals. This is a good tree for urban landscaping because of its attractive flowers and fall colors.  The white, fine-grained wood of the Ohio buckeye is used for making small wooden items such as handles, ornaments, and boxes.  Since it is easy to carve and resists splitting, the wood was important in the initial manufacture of artificial limbs.  The bark produces a yellow dye that can be used in tanning leather and seeds have been used in manufacturing insecticides.     
    

